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SERMON, NO. XXV. 


[This discourse is designed to embrace the general outlines 
of a sermon delivered extempore by Samuel C. Loveland, at the 
funeral of Mr. StepMan Wyman, whose death by suicide was 
‘noticed in one of our former numbers. As some ann has elaps- 
ed since it was deiivered, ut is quite uncertain whether all the 
ideas of the sermon are herein embraced. For the consolation 
of the afflicted mourners, and others who sorrow for the loss of 


Friends, they are now written as near as the author can remem- 


ber.} 


lsaiah xxxviii. 10, 11. © I said, in the cutting off of my days, I 
shall go to the gates of the grave: | am deprived of the res meee 
of my years. I said, I shali not see the Lord, even the Lord, 
the land of the iiving: | shail behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world.” 


These are the words of the afflicted monarch of 
Israel, who in the midst of the highest worldly pros- 
perity, viewed every earthly prospect cut off by the 
immediate approach of death. To no one could the 
enjuyments of life be more dear; for in no situation 
can a man be supposed to have a greater command of 
them. Hezekiah, who uttered the dole expressed in 
our text, occupied the threne of a rich and mighty peo- 
ple. The famed situation of Jerusalem was the seat 
of his residence ; and its glory, which excited the ad- 
miration of the nations of the earth, was that which 
placed him supreme in worldly grandeur and splendor. 
All this but added to the keenness of his anguish, when 
sensible he must soon part with all that was befure 
him—all that was so dear to him. The rich splendor 
and great solemnity of divine worship in the temple of 
the Lord, the most stupendous and magnificent edifice 
ever erected by the hands of man, where the king was 
accustomed to worship, were among the subjects of his 
deep lamentation, “I said, 1 shall not see the Lord, 
even the Lord, in the land of the living.” 
= Vor. Vi. 9 
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With a view to accommodate our subject to the pre- 
sent extraordinary and very solemn occasion, I would 
direct a few remarks to the two following particulars ; 

1. The present enjoyment of human life is sustained 
and cherished by the prospects of the future. 

2, The removal of those prospects spreads a dark 
and insupportable shade on all surrounding objects. 

The sentiment expressed in our first proposition, is 
the sentiment of human experience. We are sensible 
that as the prospects of good before us are favorable or 
unfavorable, in a similsr manner does hope or despair, 
in their turns, approach our minds. One day hope fills 
our breasts with the prospeets of good and happy days ; 
perhaps, on the next, many of those prospects we shall 
find cut off. To our view it sometimes happens, that not 
only ourselves are suffering, but the world is languish- 
ing, and ready to fall into ruin. But experience, the 
great teacher of man, does not fail to instruct us, that 
we are as often erroneous in the calculations of our 
gloomy hours, as we are disappointed in the results of 
our joyous ones. 

in contemplating the objects before us, we should not 
rate the same object as equally valuable in the view of 
every individual ; but its worth, or want of value, ap- 
pears in prospect according to the condition of his mind 
that receives it. Many things are rated by us in rela- 
tion to what we now possess, What appears of small 
importance to one, might be valuable and precious in 
the eyes of another, The poor man, long inured to in- 
digence, looks upen a few of this world’s goods as some- 
thing great ; and when the prospect brings them near 
to him, he feels that it brings with them the hopeful 
and pleasing idea of an alleviation of his distresses, 
The same prospects to the rich are only the occurrences 
of every day; and amidst the multitude of his cares, 
gnd the increase of business, occupy his thoughts for a 
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moment, end have no morea place in his mihd. The 
sick, and the infirm, that have long been accustomed to 
hope, and to hope in vain for health, are used to making 
very similar calculations. A situation which, to a per- 
son in health, would be made a matter of complaint, 
would, by some of them, be hailed with joy as a prize. 
Thus, we see the interest of human prospects, derive 
much of their importance from the relative situation of 
the person who possesses them. 

Another idea in relation to human prospects, is not 
unworthy of notice in this place. It is, that men’s at- 
tachment to things in expectation, is formed measurably 
from an influence that is directed by the native proper- 
ties of the mind. These, we have reason to believe, are 
as various as the various dispositions and tastes of dif- 
ferent persons. So that persons who in similar circum- 
stances, and from outward means, would be influenced 
in a similar manner, appear from their different disposi- 
tions of mind, to look to different objects for pleasure 
or profit ; and on these their various hopes centre. 

In relation to our future prospects, and our attach- 
ment to the things embraced in them, mach depends on 
a due deliberation of their nature and stability, or in 
many eases, more properly, their instability. The 
human mind seems inclined to place too much reliance 
on future temporal prospects. It is not only inclined 
to these failings, but often seeks an interest in them 
beyond what they actually possess. We experience, 
likewise, an equal extreme on the other side of the 
question, when a calamitous presage is in view, and 
often find our forebodings worse than are actually real- 
ized in the event. We look then, and behold snares 
are besetting us on every side; and he that walks 
amidst them all, and finds himself entangled only in a 
few of them, is one of the wise and fortunate of our 
-"race. “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but 
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the Lord delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth 
all his bones ; not one of them shall be broken. The 
Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants; and none of 
them that trust in him shall be desolate.” Ps. xxxiv. 19, 
20, 22. 

We now proceed to offer a few observations on the 
secoad part of our subject, which states that the remo- 
val of the prospects of human life, spreads a dark and 
insupportable shade over all surrounding objects. 

There is no person who is destitute of experience in 
these things. All have had a greater or less share of 
disappointments, and have known the bitterness which 
they have experienced in consequence of them. We 
may, then, rejoice in the mild and conciliating influence 
of the merciful Savior. “For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
ities ; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 

In relation to disappointments in the things of this 
world, and reverses of fortune, it may be proper at this 
time, to notice a few things. When we find some of 
our future prospects cut off, our loss affects us in a 
greater or tess degree, according as our minds become 
fixed in their previous habits, calculations, or attach- 
ments. ‘To form erroneous views of the world, is a 
common failing of human nature. It is a weakness of 
the human heart, to be deceived with many of its flat- 
tering objects. We are creatures of this world, and it 
is of the things of this world that forms the common and 
Numerous concerns of human life. In the religion of 
our Lord and Savior, we find an antidote against these 
numerous and multiplying evils. It teaches us how to 
use the things of this world as not abusing them, nor 
ourselves with them. It enables us to interpret our 
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misfortunes in a way that is calculated for improvement, 
and draws from the very ills of human life, what is 
made subservient to benevolent purposes. But it would 
be looking for great things to expect that a sense of the 
divine presence would pervade the minds even of the 
pious and devout, at all times; how much less those 
who mere seldom seek its aid > It is not, therefore, the 
misfortune of a few, to have an improper attachment to 
earthly objects, but falls to the lot of many, who, sooner 
or later, are made to partake of the bitter consequences, 

Tho in the course of one’s life, his prospects of good 
be few, yet if those few appear to centre in one, and 
that one embraced with a great degree of certainty, its 
loss may strike the mind like removing alf the blessings 
of the world. The mind thus disappointed, is not easily 
prepared to seek a substitute. If in such a situation, 
some interposition of divine providence does not inter- 
vene, it, unaccustomed to trials of such weight, must 
wander in the darkening and gloomy shade that ap- 
proaches the borders of despair. 

Among all the disappointments in future prospects, 
there is none more afflictive than the treackery of a 
false and pretended friend, who has been long trusted 
and esteemed, as ever true, sincere and faithful. The 
enjoyment of life is society ; and what is society, when 
our friends prove treacherous, betray our strongest 
confidence, and divide the purest attachments and 
friendship? If our friends deceive us, who will restore 
to us our lost comforts? It was sorrow like this that 
drew from the afflicted king of Israel, the language of 
the following lamentation: “For it was not an enemy 
that reproached me; then I could have borne it: nei- 
ther was it he that hated me, that did magnify himself 
against me; then I would have hid myself from him: 
but it was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine 


acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and 
g * 
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walked unto the house of God in company.” Ps. Iv. 12, 
13, 14. In an enumeration of the perils ef an ancient 
apostle, we find that of false brethren; yea, we find 
them ranked in the black list, where the odious name ot 
robbers have a place. To be fortified against every 
evil, is indeed a high attainment, and commendable vir- 
tue ; but that some should fail beneath the pressure of 
such treachery, is no more a matter of wonder than 
many other occurrences which take place in the world. 
When a poisonous effluvium infects the air, we antici- 
pate, tho with troubled hearts, that some will fall vic- 
tims to the dire disease. 

In enduring the evils of life, there is a perceivable 
difference in the feeling of sensibility that different per- 
sons possess. That keenness of feeling which some are 
led to exercise, renders them susceptible of abundant 
sorrow, when those feelings are wounded by the re- 
proaches of an enemy ; and still more so, when made 
te endure the treachery of a pretended friend. 

Toward an enemy, we are sensible we must look 
with a watchful eye. We are ever aware that it is dan- 
gerous to fall defenceless into his hands. But the 
refined feelings of mutual friendship are always calcu- 
lated to remove every thing of a cautious and scrupu- 
lous nature. “Charity thinketh no evil; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things.” But when the supposed friend throws off 
his mask of friendship, and charity can no longer hide 
or excuse, and he is at once and unexpectedly found to 
be a treacherous enemy, every sensible feeling, so long 
accustomed to repose in friendship, is suddenly awaked 
to the keenness of sorrow, and every avenue of sensi- 
bility unites to bleed and pour forth at every wound. 

Something like this we may well imagine to have 
been the condition of the young unfortunate man whose 
remains are now before us. He doubtless felt that his 
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grief was more than the weakness of his infirmities was 
able to sustain. The loss of one friend left to him all 
others veiled in a cloud of thick darkness. Nota soul 
was left behind, to whom he would unbosom his grief ; 
not a hopeful thought cast abroad, that a commiserating 
feeling for him would be realized by any individual that 
breathes. But hopeless, he sank to the valley of the 
shadow of death ; and invited the messenger, called the 
king of terrors, to relieve him from the burdens of the 
world, and all that charms the eyes, ears and taste of 
mortals; that it might land him where the treachery of 
false society cannot intrude, “where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and where the weary are at rest.” But 
we must pass from these painful reflections. Too long 
protracted, they will be tedious to our mourning friends, 
and leave too strong impressions of grief, where the 
soothing consolations of the divine spirit are specially 


needed. 
In relation to the subject of suicide, it may be ex- 


pected that I should offer a few words ;—a subject 
which your servant feels much delicacy in approaching, 
at a time when it must so deeply affect the feelings of 
afflicted parents and their surviving children. We 
cannot but confess that we behold in it something re- 
volting from that patience and fortitude which becomes 
the humble recipients of our Maker’s bounties. It is, 
undoubtedly, the effect of weakness, disease, or crime. 
These are circumstances that are calculated to aggra- 
vate the feelings of our friends, in addition to the loss 
of a beloved son, brother, and nephew. But saall we 
suppose a person’s case hopeless, because suicide is the 
last act of his life? The doctrine of no alteration after 
death, has fixed the subjects of suicide among those who 
must certainly endure an endless duration of suffering, 
But this doctrine we think is inconsistent with the 
_ views of its own abettors. It presupposes that the im- 








i} 
| 
+ | 
H 
+} 
; 





104 Christian Repository. 


perfections every saint possesses at the time of de 
would be extended to and during eternity, as wel 
every evil propensity and disposition of the wicked. 

On the subject of suicide, the scriptures give u: 
direct information. We have some few example 
them, but no moral reflections are given on the sul 
That suicide is then an unpardonable crime, is . 
doctrine of divine inspiration, and we have reason to 
believe, is not supported by it. I hope my hearers will 
not misinterpret my language. I do not say it is ap- 
provable, nor do I deny that, in some instances, it may 
be a crime, or the effect of crime. But what ground 
have we to suppose that a person who dies in such a 
situation is beyond the reach of God’s mercy? Do we 
always discern the visible tokens of a reprobate in the 
lives of such unfortunate persons F Call up, for instance, 
the sad case that is now before us. Was this brother 
of human nature a liar, a profane swearer, a drunkard, 
a thief, or a robber? We owe this testimony to his 
name, to his friends, and indeed to this numerous audi. 
tory, that it has not reached our ears that he was guilty 
of any of these things. Was he disebedient, or undu- 
tiful to his parents? Every countenance bespeaks si- 
lence; he has not lefta single accuser. He was honest, 
he was unassuming, he was industrious. But alas! he 
has fallen! His sun has set inacloud. We can pursue 
him no further. Within the dark veil we cannot look ; 
yet a few moments, and eternity awaits us, when time, 
in his flight, shall have thrown us from his wings. 

Having offered the preceding remarks on the subject 
of our text, | now proceed to a few addresses. 

A few words, I would first attempt to the parents of 


the deceased. We believe there is seldom an affliction, 
however severe, in which no gleam of mercy is to be 


seen, to uphold the mind from despair. Many painful 
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reflections, undoubtedly, croud themselves into your 
minds on this trying occasion. It is to you, indeed, a 
day of sorrow and deep mourning. But among all the 
examples of moving compassion, none can exceed the 
pity and svmpathizing spirit of the Savior of men. He 
was touched with the feeling of our infirmities, being 
tempted in all points as we are, except sin. It was a 
scene of distress that. drew from his lips the plaintive 
expression, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death.” It was, my friends, for you and me, for your 
son, and for the many millions of our race, that he en- 
dured the sufferings which were then immediately before 
him. He has divine consolations for the afflicted. How 
inviting and friendly are the following words: “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. ‘Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest to your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”” A time of trouble is often a time for 
silence. I therefore forbear to enlarge. May the Lord 
aid and support you with the consolations of his word, 
manifest to your hearts the riches of his grace, and al- 
leviate, comfort, and finally save you from afflictions of 
every kind, according to his abundant mercy. 

The afflicted brothers and sisters, who are called to 
participate with their parents on this day of trial and sor- 
row, it is hoped will not consider themselves forsaken 
of the Lord. He who is good unto all, whose tender 
mercies are over all his works, has a blessing for you. 
Endure then with patience. Seek for resignation. It 
is happy for the afflicted, when they can apply the lan- 
guage of the prophet to their own case. “Altho the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vine; the labor of the olive shal! fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will 
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rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion.’ Hab. iii. 17, 18. 

The other mourners cannot but feel deeply interested 
in this afflictive dispensation, which has called them to 
mingle their sorrows with their friends. It is the rod 
of affliction that grieves you, but it is our heavenly Fa- 
ther’s rod. I trust you will not think yourselves sin- 
gled out as the objects of divine vengeance, because 
your friend concluded he could not sustain the evils of 
this world, and has left it. Let it never be forgotten, 
that “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son whom he receiveth.”’ 

/Vot a soul in this audience, we presume, can contem- 
plate this occasion with indifference. Instead of con- 


demning, let us remember our own weaknesses. Can 
we determine how we should prove in the day of trial ? 
Forget not the disappointed confidence of Peter, when 
he addressed his Lord. Let us resign ourselves into 
the hands of our Maker; may he preserve us from the 


evil and snares of the world, according to the riches of 
his kindness and grace. 


AMEN. 


) For the Repository. 
Rev. Mr. Bartierr, 

Having noticed in the Repository for June, a request 
from one of your readers to have some person give an 
exposition of John v. 28, 29, I send you the following, 
which is at your disposal. 

John vy. 28, 29. “Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”’ 

Various are the interpretations which have been given 
of this portion of scripture. But for myself, I believe 
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it applies to a future state, and teaches a literal resur- 
rection and judgment. t{n this interpretation | am 
supported by all Christians except a few who confine 
ali retribution to the present state of existence. They 
explain the resurrection here spoken of spiritually, aud, 
of course, apply it to this world. But against this ex- 
position there are mauy and weighty reasons. ‘The 
passage in question Is acknowledged by all to hold forth 
the idea of a retribution. ‘This text not only teaches a 
retribution, but a retrivution which is to take place at a 
particular time or peviod. Now the fact that this retri- 
bution 1s to take place at a particular time, let that 
time be when it may, goes directly against the doctrine 
which limits all retribution to this werld. If men are 
punished according to the fuil desert of their crimes 
here in time, itis manifest that they must be punished 
step by step as they pass along, so that if they are taken 
out of the world at any moment, they will have recéiv- 
ed all they deserve, and so be obnoxious to no further 
punishment. The doctrine of no future punishment, 
herefore, forbids the idea of any special judgment; for 
it maintains that men are punished at one time as much 
as at another; that they are punished daily for their 
sin, so that if by any accident they should be taken 
away in a moment, they would be exposed to no future 
discipline. Now it is perfectly idle on that systein to 
talk of a special retribution. It is totally senseless to 
speak of any particular time as the day of judgment, if 
the judgment takes place every day—at one time as 
much as at another. 

What should we think of a distinguished philosopher 
who should pretend that he had some important fact to 
make known to mankind, and then should assert that 
on a certain future day the tide would ebb and flow at 
New-York? Since the ebbing and flowing of the tide ta 
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what takes place constantly, we should conclude that 
this learned man was trifling with our understandings, 
or else was disordered in his intellect. Just so must 
our Savior appear on the system here controverted. On 
that system we must suppose that Jesus Christ called 
our attention to a subject, as tho it were something of 
transcendent importance, and then gravely told us that 
all power was given him by the Father, that he might be 
enabled at a certain future period to accomplish, what? 
why, that which has taken place daily in all ages of the 
world without any assistance on his part!! But shall 
we attribute such consummate trifling to him who was 
incapable of deceit—“who spake as never man spake?” 
Far be the thought. It is so evident that a special judg- 
ment is taught in this passage, that the abettors of the 
system here opposed, are free to acknowledge it; the 
this acknowledgment is fatal to their views. 
But it 1s said that our Savior was speaking of a spirit- 
ual resurrection in the context, and has given no notice 
of any change of the subject.—That Jesus was speaking 
of a spiritual resurrection in the connexion, is readily 
admitted, and that he did give intimation of a change of 
the subject, we shall attempt to show. And it is worthy 
of remark here, that those who assert that Jesus Christ 
gave no intimation of any change in the subject, proceed 
immediately after making this statement, to apply the 28, 
29 verses to an event totally distinct, and entirely dif- 
ferent from any thing taught in the context. Certainly 
these expositors would not apply the different parts of 
this chapter to different events, in opposition to their 
own positive statement, unless such an application was 
taught in the discourse. But to proceed. In the 25th 
verse Jesus says, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live.” ‘This is undoubtedly a moral or spiritual resur- 
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rection. But a spiritual resurrection admits of no spe- 
cial judgment to follow the resurrection. It only teach- 
es us, that those who are dead in sin, are raised to new- 
ness of life or spiritual enjoyment. After speaking ofa 
Spiritual resurrection in the 25th verse, Jesus says in 
verses 26th and 27th, “For as the Father hath life in 
himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in him- 
self; and hath given him authority to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of man.” Here our Savior 
not only speaks of his ability to impart that life of which 
he had spoken in verse 25th, but speaks of his ability to 
execute judgment atso. Thus we learn that he did 
change the subject of discourse. From that of a spirit- 
ual resurrection which precludes the idea of a retribu- 
tion, he changes to that of a literal one connected with 
a retribution or judgment. This change is plainly 
taught by his speaking of executing judgment in contra- 
distinction from raising men to spiritual life. “Hath 
given him power to execute judgment also.”? Unless 
there is a change of the subject, the emphatic word also, 
has no meaning. Knowing that he had introduced some- 
thing in addition to what he had been treating of, the 
divine Teacher says, “Marvel not at this,” that is, tho 
I have introduced something new, do not be surprised. 
And then to confirm what he had said relative to his 
executing judgment, he adds the words placed at the 
head of this communication. “Marvel not at this; for 
the hour is coming, in the which all that are in their 
graves, shall hear his voice, and come forth; they that 
have done good, to the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, to the resurrection of damnation.” 
Now it is perfectly evident from the manner of intro- 
ducing the 28th and 29th verses, that they alluded to 
a subject entirely different from the one spoken of in 
the 25th verse. 


By comparing the 25th verse with the 28th and 29th, 
10 
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we shall discover at once that they treat of different 
events. 1. In the 25th verse, it is said, “the hour is 
coming, and now is;” in the 28th, “the hour is cominy.” 
Here then, is a striking difference; one is represented 
not only future, but present also; the other is repre- 
‘sented as exclusively future. 2. lt is said in verse 25th, 
“the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ;” in 
the 28th, “all that are in their graves shall hear his 
voice.” Here again is a striking dissimilarity. The 
former asserts, that the dead shall hear. The term 
dead is used very frequently in the New Testament to 
represent those in a state of condemnation—‘‘dead ia 
trespasses and sins.” But the word grave is not used 
by any New Testament writer in that sense. Those 
who put a figurative meaning upon the term grave in 
this passage, are not able to produce a single instance 
in the whole New Testament, where the word is used 
in that sense, but are under the necessity of repairing 
to one of the highly figurative visions of Ezekiel. But 
this is an unfair mode of interpreting any writer. It is, 
in fact, net explaining his meaning by his own uniform 
use of the term, but by the single use of another writer 
in another age of the world, and that too ina connexion 
where it is acknowledged that the language is the fur- 
thest possible from being literal. Who would feel jus- 
tified in explaining the meaning of a term in a writer of 
our own age and nation, by the use of this term in one 
connexion only, in a writer in the days of Greece or 
Rome; especially when it is acknowledged that this 
ancient writer used the term in a sense entirely differ- 
ent from the rest of his cotemporaries? But this would 
be no more unjust than to explain the word grave in 
St. Jubn’s gospel by the sense in which an ancient pro- 
phet once used the word. Now it appears to us to be 
much more proper to explain the meaning of the word 
grave, by St. Juhu’s ase of it, than to ge to the Old Tes- 
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tament to ascertain its meaning. But for the sake of 
the case, we will go to the Old Testament. The word 
grave occurs very frequently in the Jewish scriptures, 
But it is used figuratively to express the state of the 
spiritually dead in only one connexion. If the Old 
‘Testament, therefore, is to decide its meaning, it is 
much more natural to explain it by the general use of 
the word by various writers, than to explain it by one 
writer only, and that in an excepted case. 

Now if we let St. John be his own expositor, a privi- 
lege which all other writers claim, the matter will be 
decided atonce. The term urjuefor, rendered grave in 
this passage, occurs at least 6 times in John’s gospel. 
Four times it is applied to the grave of Lazarus, where 
all will acknowledge that it signifies the place of the 
literally dead. Eleven times it is applied to the erave 
or sepulchre of ‘‘hrist, where its meaning will not be 
disputed. Since this term is used 15 times by John in 
his gospel to signify the literal grave, it 1s natural and 
just to conclude that it has this meani: ig in the remain- 
ing instance ; especially as this meaning best comports 
with the pass#ze itself. 

3. In the 25th verse Jesus says, “they that hear, or 
listen,’ as Wakefield renders it, “shail live.’ ‘This 
pieinry recalihan that all do not listen or regard the voice. 

sy the dead’ s hearing the voice of the Son of God, men- 


tioned in the preceding clause, nothing more is meant, 


as all will acknowledge, than that the gospel is preach- 
ed to the dead in sin. Now both scripture and experi- 
ence teach us that many who hear the preaching of the 
gospel, do not listen to, or regard its requirements. 
Thus the clause, “they who listen shall live,” implies 
that a part only of those who enjoyed the preaching of 
Christ obeyed his precepts at that time or were profited 
by what they heard. _ But not so in the 28th and 29th 
verses. There we are told that all shall hear and come 
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forth. Here again, the difference between the two pas- 
sages is such as leads us to the conclusion that they ap- 
ply to differegt events. 

4. The 25th verse says, “All that hear or listen shall 
live,” that is, all who obey shall come forth for the en- 
joyment of happiness. But this is far from being the 
Case in the 29th verse. “Some come forth to life, and 
some to condemnation.” ‘Thus we see that these passa- 
ges are far from teaching the same thing, and of course 
cannot be applied to the same event. ‘The latter pas- 
sage is introduced as something in addition to the for- 
mer, and different from it; and by comparing the passa- 
ges together, we find the doctrines they teach are essen- 
tially distinct and dissimilar. The 25th represents the 
event spoken of as present; the 23th and 29th, as fu- 
ture; the former speaks of those dead in sin, the latter, 
of those in their literal graves ; in the one case a part 
only obey the voice, in the other they all yield obedience 
to the summons; in that, all who obey come forth ta 
enjoyment, in this, a part come forth to condemnation ; 
there, aretribution is precluded, and here, it is clearly 
taught. And what passages I ask, can be more dissim- 
ilar? Nothing but a system in distress could have in- 
duced any person to apply these passages to the same 
event. 

Further; the 28th and 29th verses cannot be explain- 
ed in a spiritual sense witheut involving the greatest 
absurdity. A resurrection implies a change; it is tak- 
ing men from one situation, and placing them in another, 
different from the former. Butif this passage be inter- 
preted of a spiritual resurrection, it makes perfect non- 
sense of the passage. It would then amount simply to 
this ;—Those who are dead in sin experience a great 
change, even a resurrection; they are raised to that 
degree that they are sunk much deeper than before; or 
they are brought from a state of moral death, to what? 
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a state of moral life? No; they are brought from moral 
death to moral death! that is, they experience no resur- 
rection at all. Or in other words, their change is so 
great, that they are in the same situation after their 
change, that they were before! But does not every one 
see that this entirely destroys the passage? Again; 
this passage is introduced with a mark of attention— 
“Marvel not at this.” But if Jesus meant nothing more 
in the 28th and 29th verses, than what he had taught in 
the 25th, he must have trifled with a solemn subject. 
Suppose a public speaker, after having dwelt upon a 
subject for a considerable time, should call our atten- 
tion, as tho some new subject of importance was to be 
introduced, and then should repeat what he had declar- 
ed several times before. We should think the man 
partially deranged, or that he was sporting with his au- 
dience. But God forbid that we should ascribe such 
conduct to a teacher sent from heaven. 

Some attempt to apply this passage to the Jews as a 
nation at the destruction of Jerusalem. But there is 
not a particle of proof for this application. The Jews 
as a nation, or’ the destruction of Jerusalem, are not 
alluded to in this passage or its connexion. Neither 
will the language of the passage bear this application. 
The language is universal. “#// that are in the graves.” 
There is no more propriety in applying this toa part of 
mankind, than there is of applying passages which speak 
of Christ dying for all, to a part of mankind; which 
application our brethren would be the last to admit. 
We have already shown that the passage speaks of those 
in their literal graves; and certainly no one will ad- 
mit that all the literally dead were raised to life in the 
apostolic age. If we should admit that this resurrection 
was spiritual, it would not relieve the difficulty. All 
men in a state of moral death did not hear the voice of 
- he Son of God, that is, the gospel at that period. If 
10* 
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cannot be said with a shadow of propriety that the gos- 
pel was proclaimed to all men at the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

We will go still farther, and for argument’s sake, will 
admit that the resurrection was spiritual, and that the 
passage applied to the Jews at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. Now I ask, in what sense did the Jews hear 
the voice of the Son of man at that period? They cer- 
tainly did not hear the preaching of the gospel; for 
those Christians who were at Jerusalem, were command- 
ed by our Savior himself to quit the city, and flee to 
the mountains. Neither is it probable that one to ten 
of them ever did hear the tidings of the gospel. In what 
sense then did the- hear the voice of the Son of God ? 
Jesus made no personal appearing at that time. They 
could not hear the voice of the Son of God at all, unless 
the besieging army be considered that voice. But who 
will admit an absurdity like this? If the besiegers be 
the voice of the Son of God, then the Jews did not hear 
this voice any more in the apostolic age than they did 
when Nebuchadnezzar razed their city to the ground, 
and carried them captive to Babylon. Then every be- 
sieged city hears the voice of the Son of God. But 
away with absurdities like these.—But in what sense 
were the Jews raised at the destruction of Jerusalem ? 
Were they made better, or more virtuous? No; those 
who were sinful remained so, and came forth to con- 
demnation. Now this resurrection to mean any thing, 
must mean that their state was altered either for the 
better or the worse. They were not made better, for 
the passage says they came forth to condemnation ; and 
other passages assert that at that time was a scene of 
trouble such as never was before. It follows then that 
they were made more unhappy, were plunged deeper in 


misery. This, one would think, appears more like sink- 
tng than raising them. 
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Again: those who apply this passage to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, contend that a state of retribution 
took place at that time. Now the Jews were rewarded 
according to their deeds during the ages which pre- 
ceded the destruction of their city, or they were not. 
If they were not, then many went out of the world with- 
out an equitable retribution; then many will be pun- 
ished in a future world, so the system which limits all 
retribution to the present life, must be false. But if 
the Jews, and consequently all others, were rewarded 
according to their deeds in the preceding and follow- 
ing ages, as they must have been to avoid future mise- 
ry, then there is not the least shadow of propriety in 
applying this passage exclusively to the apostolic age. 
The passage on that system teaches nothing but a re- 
tribution, and might as well apply to the landing of our 
forefathers at Plymouth, as to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem ; for men were rewarded according to their deeds 
at the one period, as much as at therother. Men at the 
destruction of Jerusalem received no more than they 
deserved, and according to the views here opposed, 
they have received that in all.ages; consequently the 
passage in question applies to the capture of Jerusalem, 
no more than to the year of Jubilee under the law. Who 
does not see the weakness of a system which requires 
interpretations like this? 

The method adopted to prove that the passage in 
John applies to the destruction of Jerusalem, is to con- 
sider it parallel to one in the twelfth of Daniel, which 
is supposed to apply to that event. In the first place 
it is not certain that the passage in Daniel alludes to 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. But if 
this should be granted, it furnishes no proof that the 
one in John alludes to the same event. There is no 
evidence that our Savior borrowed his language from 
Daniel, and if this were the case, it by no means fol- 
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lows that he alluded to the same thing that Daniel did. 
Ail the accounts we have of the invisible world, are 
given in language borrowed from this. Bat who ever 
thought that God possessed 2 corporeal body, from the 
fact, that words are applied to him, which were origi- 
nally and constantly appited to the human system? 
John in describing the glory of the saints in heaven, 
says they were clothed with white robes, with palms in 
their hands. But who would understand this in a sense 
strictly literal, because the language was borrowed 
from literal objects? Give me the latitude which is tak- 
en to apply John vy. 2&th and 29th to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and I will engage to prove any thing, or 
rather to disprove every thing, and leave you in scepti- 
cism. There is not a passage in the New Testament 
which is used to teach a future state of existence, but 
that may be explained away in the same manner. Take 
for example the fifteenth chapter of ist Corinthians, 
where a resurrectiof is taught. Those who apply the 
passage in John to the apostolic age, contend that all 
of the 24th of Matthew applies to that age also. Now 
there is a much greater similarity between the phraseo- 
logy of certain passages in the 24th of Matt. and the 
15th of Cor. than there is between the passage in John, 
and the one in Daniel. Exampie. In Matthew we read 
repeatedly of Christ coming; in Cor. St. Paul says, 
“those who are Christ’s at‘his coming.’ Matt. says, 
“then shall the end come ; Paul says, “then cometh 
the end.”? Matt. speaks of the “sound of the trumpet ;” 
Paul says, “the trumpet shall sound.”? Now this proves 
as clearly that the apostle in Cor. 15, was speaking of 
the destruction of Jerusalem, as it can be proved that 
the passage in John alludes to that event. In fact the 
proot is more to the point, for we are not under the ne- 
cessity of calling in the visions of Daniel to our aid, but 
can compare them directly together. Not only the 15th 
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of Cor. but every other passage, can be done away in 
the same manner; and did it not look too much like 
trifling with the subject, we would apply these rules to 
every text which teaches a future state of being, and 
show that they can all be applied to the present state 
as well as the passage in John. Will it be said that 
there is something in some of these passages which can- 
not with any consistency be made to apply to this 
world, I answer, there is something in the passage in 
John which cannot be made to apply to this world. I 
only promised to prove it as clearly as it has ever been 
proved that John vy. 28, 29, applies to the apostolic age. 

The idea we have given of John v. 28th and 29th, is 
confirmed by other passages, which speak of the resur- 
rection of the just and unjust. We have already seen 
that a spiritual resurrection of the unjust involves an 
absurdity. Consequently it must be a literal resurrec- 
tion. And if they are unjust of course, they will come 
forth to damnation. We could say much more, but our 


paper is full. Yours, &c. JUSTIN. 


pn 
For the Christian Repository. 


SECOND LETTER FROM I. SMITH TO REV. S. C. LOVELAND. 
Waitsfield, May 23, 1825. 


Rev. Sir, 
I have received the Christian Repesitory for April, 


containing my letter and your reply. Ina former num- 
ber you were pleased to pronounce my piece “very can- 
did? I am cratified at being able to apply the same 
phrase to your answer. But | would be understood to 
use the term candid in the same sense in which you ap- 
pear to have used it, as descriptive only of that temper 
of mind which leads the advocate of a theory to treat 
his opponent in a fair and becoming manner, without 
expressing any opinion whether you are free from al! 
improper bias upon the subject in debate. 
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With refereneesto your first remark, I will state that 
I did by no means intend to found my argument on di- 
rect scripture testimony. As the state of the contro- 
versy is, | considered such testimony on either side, 
useless. The most unequivocal declarations which the 
oracles of truth contain upon this subject, are different- 
ly understood by the different parties. The words de- 
struction and perdition, for instance, appear to one 
party to signify nothing less than the absolute ruin of 
the wicked. But Universalists understand them to sig- 
nify a merciful correction designed for the good of the 
subject. Thus they attach to the same words a sense 
nearly opposite to that which is conveyed to the minds 
of their opponents, a sense w hich, according to my no- 
tions of language, covid be better conveyed by the 
word salvation. Similar remarks might be made re- 
Specting every passage of scripture which is supposed 
to bear upon the question. Of what use, then, in this 
debate, is direct scripture testimony? When we be- 
cone agreed about tlie meaning of language, such testi- 
mony will settle the dispute, but it cannot before. 

The ground which I have taken, I consider to be very 
disadvantageous to Universalism, and the only ground 
which can be taken against it with propriety, as the 
case stands. If the above mentioned words signify 
punishment inflicted on the wicked for their benefit, L 
do not wonder that vou would rest the grand decision 
wf the point in question directly on the law and testi- 
mony. But if these words, and a great portion of scrip- 
ture besides, were designed to convey that sense which 
they actually do convey to almost the whole christian 
world, then to appeal from facts to the law and the tes- 
timony, would only bring vou out of one disadvantage 
into another. 

The principal object of my letter was to prove from 
fact, and from the nature of the case, without any re- 
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ward to the rules of criticism, that the Author of the 
bible has caused sach language to be employed in his 
word as is calculated to produce, and actually does 
produce, the impression that there will be endless pun- 
ishment; and thus to prove that this impression was 
designed. You do not appear to have taken that view 
of the argument which I intended. 

Before | proceed to reply to your reasoning, I must 
correct_a mistake by informing you that [ never inten- 
ded to urge the antiquity of my creed as an evidence of 
its truth. In the sentence which you appear to have 
misunderstood, I meant to assert that it was unaccount- 
able, and without a parallel, that mankind, with the 
advantage of ages fer examination, should never have 
been able to explode a doctrine, against which reason 
and their own feelings were at war, and which was 
clearly disproved by the oracles of truth. 

And now let me ask, can Mahometans and Roman 
Catholics urge my argument in support of their reli- 
gions? Can the Turk truly say, that wherever the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are received, 
there the doctrines of the Koran are acknowledged, in 
spite of the strongest repugnancy of human feelings ? 
Can the Catholic plead that his religion, tho hated and 
opposed, prevails wherever the bible is read by all? 
Your mention of Roman Catholics appears peculiarly 
unhappy. The popish clergy are aware that all their 
efforts to blind and deceive the people, would be una- 
vailing if the scriptures were suffered to be read ; hence 
the proceedings of bible societies keep them in alarm. 
Not so with the opposers of Universalism. They are 
not deterred from circulating the scriptures by the fear 
that men will become Universalists. Nor are they so- 
licitous to know whether those who receive the 
bible have “grown up under the constant instructions of 
_ preachers, parents and guardians, who believed and en- 
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forced the doctrine’? of endless punishment. The his- 
tory of the Romish church is a complete demonstration 
that human exertions form but a feeble barrier against 
the influence of divine truth, when that is allowed to 
operate. 

And what, sir, would be the fate of Mahomet’s reli- 
gion, if all his followers should read the bible, believing 
it to be the word of God? With all the aid which it 
could derive from prepossession and the exertions of 
interested men, it would be unable to maintain its 
ground a single year. Under the light of divine truth, 
it would wither and die almost instantaneously. Dis- 
pleased with the spirituality of Christ’s doctrine, and 
unwilling to exchange their sensual paradise for the 
Christian’s heaven, a few might make a desperate effort 
to support the imposture by the bible itself; and with 
much labor and ingenuity, might at length succeed in 
some plausible manner ; but the great body of Mahom- 
etans would embrace Christianity. Stil! worse would 
be the fate of the doctrine which I advocate, if it had 
the bible against it, because it is calculated to meet 
strong resistance in the human heart, whereas Mahom- 
etanism is studiously adapted to the sensual tastes of 
men. 

Should a follower of Mahomet assert that wherever 
the koran is received as the standard of truth, his reli- 
gion is acknowledged as divine, he would offer a fact 
which would decisively prove that his religion is taught 
in the koran. So far, then, his argument and mine 
would be the same, and have equal advantages. And if 
the koran and bible have equal claims to inspiration, 
his reasoning and mine would be equally conclusive in 
proving the truth of our respective creeds. But should 
the inspiration of both the koran and bible be denied, 
the argument in both cases would entirely fail. Now if 
you admit the inspiration of the bible, and deny that of 
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the koran, you must perceive that my argument holds 
good, where the Mahometan’s would come to nothing. 

As for the Roman Catholic, he cannot pretend that 
his doctrine is acknowledged, either by the readers of 
the bible or of the koran; and I cannot comprehend 
how my mode of reasoning furnishes him with any 
claims whatever. 

When it can be shown that a false doctrine, palpably 
absurd in itself, and having the human heart strongly 
opposed to it, can prevail so far as to be a “popular 
idea,”’ not where the koran is read, nor where the bible 
is denied for the purpose of upholding the error, but 
where all are allowed to examine the records of truth ; 
then, and not till then, I shall consider my reasoning 
invalidated. 

It is easy to account for the existence of Mahome- 
tanism and popery, without ascribing either of them to 
the influence of the bibie; but to what other cause than 
the scriptures can you trace the doctrine of endless 
punishment? To say it is a part of the ancient systems 
of paganism, would be in effect to acknowledge that the 
first preachers of Christianity were not Universalists. 
To call it a relic of popery would only give occasion to 
retort the charge, with double advantage, on the doc- 


trine of the restoration. ‘To allege that it is a “popular: 


idea,” and therefore many support it from motives of 
interest, is ouly to present the difficulty in a new form ; 
for then it will be asked, How and when did it become 
popular? To pronounce it a superstition, like that which 
has led some nations to sacrifice children to false gods, 
is merely to change its name, leaving us still in all our 
perplexities about its origin. Besides, this would be 
paying no very high compliment to the intelligence and 
good sense of the great body of enlightened christians ; 
aud should the suggestion come from any one denomina- 


tion as applicable to the rest, it would need something 
Vor. VI. 11 
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more than a bare declaration to make it appear weighty. 
To say nothing of its origin, how could a superstition, 
carrying, aS many suppose, an absurdity in the very 
face of it, exist so long under such circumstances ; ex- 
ist most of all, where the most powerful causes opera- 
ted to destroy it? 

You acknowledge that “where men believe contrary 
to interest, it argues that their faith is founded on tie 
stronger testimony, taken in the light in which that 
testimony appears to them.” So far you make a very 
candid concession. Why did not your candor lead you 
to add—And men are strongly inclined to view testi- 
mony in that light which suits their interest; they are 
in no great danger of having wrong views of it, when it 
is agreeable to their wishes ? 

As Lam solicitous to invite attention to the argument, 
I will briefly state it again, premising as before, 

1. If God has intended to teach Universalism in his 
word, he must have taught it so clearly that no reason- 
able doubt can be entertained of its truth. 

2. If Universalism be true, it is admitted, for the sake 
of argument, to be as much a dictate of reason, as a 
doctrine of scripture. 

3. The interests of mankind strongly incline them to 
believe it. To which I add, 

4. If the doctrine be true, it must have been promul- 
gated by Christ and the apostles; it must have been 
once the prevailing “popular idea ;”’ consequently, it 
must have had the exertions of interested men, as well 
as the influence of “preachers, parents and guardians,” 
in its favor. 

In short, if Universalism is true, it must have had, at 
some period, the concurrent support of good and bad 
men, of scripture, of reason, with all the advantages of 
prepossession and popularity. Such powerful causes 
combined and exerted in favor of the doctrine which 
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you advocate, would seem to render it certain that all 
men would be Universalists, at least, as far as the bible 
is known. But the fact stands thus: A vast majority 
of those who have the bible in their hands, and examine 
it for themselves, without note or comment, do believe 
in the absolute eternity of future punishment, while a 
comparatively small number embrace Universalism. In 
other words, just such a general belief prevails wherever 
the bible is read as might be expected if it contained the 
doctrine of endless punishment; and just such excep- 
tions to this general belief exist, as would be expected 
to result from a strong and prevailing aversion to the 
doctrine. 

Now the grand question to which I would again soli- 
cit your attention, is this :—Has the prevailing belief of 
endless punishment been produced by the bible itself, 
or by some other cause? and if by some other cause, 
what is that cause? You will perceive that I inquire for 
a cause which possesses the three following properties. 

1. It must be powerful enough to preponderate, and 
that in a very great degree, against all counteracting 
causes which favor Universalism. 

2. It must be as extensive in its operation as has 
been the beliet of endless punishment. 


3. It must be as permanent in its duration as this 
sentiment has been; because the sentiment, if false, 
must have very powerful causes to oppose it, and can- 
not prevail, unless constantly upheld by some other 
cause more powerful. 


As I argue from facts, and wish to be met on the 
same ground, a mere hypothesis upon the question would 
not be satisfactory. What you advance, you will allow, 
ought to be supported by plain matter of fact. 


Pardon me, sir, if [ request you once more, not to 
suffer your attention to be diverted from the grand 
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question by any remarks which you find it necessary te 
make upon other parts of my letter. 

I must now pass to notice your remarks upon the facts 
stated in the beginning of my former letter. 

In answer to my plea that wicked men hate divine 
truth, but love Universalism, you attempt to show that 
the opposition which Christ’s preaching met with, arose 
from other circumstances rather than from aversion 
to truth itself. But your remarks do not appear to me 
to affect the argument. Christ’s declaration that men 
Jove darkness rather than lighr, not merely on account 
of peculiar circumstances, but because their deeds are 
evil, and that they will not come to the light, remains 
an unshaken truth, and unanswerably proves that any 
system which wicked men love, and to which they 
would willingly come, is not light but darkness. 

After introducing another of my statements, you pass 
on with only observing, that I seem to take more for 
granted than you are willing to aiiow. IT regret that 
my error in this and in another instance, was not cor- 
rected by a “full and fair representation of the case in 
question.”’ 


In reply to your remarks which next follow, I observe 
that a few decisive facts, tending to show that multi- 
tudes are brought to repentance, and to the practice of 
godliness by the preaching of Universalism, would car- 
ry more conviction than any reasoning upon the nature 
of repentance, or ihe motives which lead to it. If the 
“doctrine of the restoration has every advantage over 
that of endless misery” “to restrain and reform,” then 
facts ought to show that Universalists, as a body, are 
not only “not a whit behind the very best” denomina- 
tion “in point of integrity,” but that they far exceed all 
others in the practice of every christian virtue. Such 
facts, however, if they existed, tho they would refute 
my objection, would by no means establish Universal- 
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ism, unless the “moral and religious character of any 
people” should be admitted to be some “test of the 
truth of their doctrine.” 

As controversy is not my object, and as I think I 
have now placed the argument in a clear light, I shall 
cluse the correspondence on my part with this letter, 
unless unexpected reasons induce me to the contrary. 
I request you to place this at the disposal of the new 
Editor. I am aware that it is only by a special indul- 
gence, that my letters can have a place in a publication, 
the principles of which I strenuously oppose. That in- 
dulgence lays me under an obligation of which I cannob$ 
but be sensible. ITHAMAR SMITH. 


: For the Christian Repository. 
REMARKS ON THE NEW BIRTH. 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be born of water, and of the spirit, he cannot 


enter into the kingdom of God.—St. John iii. 5. 

Among the many and precious doctrines taught by 
our Redeemer, that of the new birth occupies a very 
distinguished portion. The scripture which stands at 
the head of this article, was a rejoinder of the great 
“master of assemblies,” to a question proposed by the 
mistaken Nicodemus, which originated from the decla- 
ration previously made, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ 

The reader will readily perceive that the well be- 


loved had recourse to metaphor to explain figure; for 
his first statement, if understood literally, (unquestion- 
ably this was the impression of Nicodemus) did imply 
an impossibility. But the great “teacher”? saw fit to 
rectify this mistake; from which, however, it is con- 
ceived, by the writer of this exposition, mistaken no- 
tions have been entertained respecting our Savior’s 
: * 
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meaning. Modern Christians, probably, are unanimous. 
in rejecting the literality of the expression, but general - 
ly suppose that the new birth “is a radical change of 
human nature.” Altho this mistake is not so gross, yet 
itis, apparently, as great as that of the auditor of Jesus. 
In order to maintain this point, it is supposed that man 
is “totally depraved,” or wholly corrupt. At present it 
will not be convenient to concede this point. 

The old and new Testaments are a kind of dictiona- 
ry explanatory of themselves, and as such we find the 
new birth defined in varied language, such as the fol- 
lowing; refining, purifying, reclaiming, reconciling, 
renewing, washing, delivering, &c. Now if we admit 
that “washing,” signifies the same as being “born of 
water ;” how can the notion of total depravity or cor- 
ruption be trne? For instance,would it be deemed prudent 
in aperson to attempt to wash a garment that was one 
complete mass of dirt or filthiness? Admitting the im- 
pertinence of such a one; what would remain when it 
was washed clean? And again, “refining” after a mass 
of ore containing nothing but base alloy is refined, 
what would remain? nothing. And again, to tell of 
renewing that in us which never existed, is an absurdity 
inadmissible. 

The work of “regeneration,” or “being begotten 
again,’ appears to be a moral or spiritual reformation 
“in newness of iife,” being “delivered from the power 
of darkness and translaied into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son, which no man can see or enter, until he is 
born again.” Human nature is, probably the same it 
ever was, in which “dwelleth no good thing, the flesh 
lusteth against the spirit.’ In support of what I have 
here suggested, I would notice St. Paul who had expe- 
rienced this new birth in an eminent degree. Altho he 
said “the law of the spirit of life had made him free 
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from the law of sin;’’ yet he “saw another law in his 
members warring against the law of his mind.” Is it 
reasonable to suppose that if St. Paul had met with a 
radical change in his nature, that he would have had 
such a “warring in his members,” and could with pro- 
priety say it is no more I that do it, but sin that dweil- 
eth in me?” St. John, the “well instructed scribe in 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son,” testifies “if we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.” Here it will be readily seen and acknowledg- 
el that the apostle considered himself of that number, 
who could not say they “had no sin.” But it would be 
impious to suppose that the great and beloved apostles 
were servants of Satan, in the commission ofssin; for 
altho “sin? and “evil’? were present with them, yet we 
are not informed that they yielded to those temptations. 
It matters not how much a man is tempted if he does 
not yield to it. This never was asin, for our Savior 
was tempted in all things like as we are; but he could 
nevertheless say, “get behind me, Satan.”” The beloved 
apostle asserts that “whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin,” for he furthermore remarks, “he that com« 
mitteth sin is of the devil.”? it would be impossible to 
serve two masters at one and the same time, therefore 
St. Paul exhorts his Roman brethren not to “let sin reign 
in their mortal bodies,’? and to “be no more servants of 
sin.’ ‘This faithful apostle to the Gentiles, Rom. viii. 1, 
declares there is no condemnation to them which arein 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit. It is evident that if they walked according to 
the dictates of the flesh, as we read that every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of his own lusts, and 
lust where it hath conceived, bringeth forth sin, they 
as sinners would be condemned ; but on the other hand, 
if they were influenced by the spirit by which they were 
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brought forth, they would not be condemned from dark- 
ness to light, and from satan to God. 

From what has been consi:lered, it appears that being 
born of the water and the spirit are being cleansed “by 
the washing of water by the word,”? and renewed in, or 
by the spirit of holiness to become practical and obedi- 
ent subjects in the kingdom of King Emmanuel, whose 
“voke is easy and burden light.” 

The apostle Paul, thoroughly taught in the science of 

sauctity, has given us and all who read, an illustration 
of this mysterious and much controverted subject ; 
which is recorded 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10,11. “Know ye not 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God?” This is the kingdom that no man can enter until 
he is “born again.”? The attention of the reader is in- 
vited to what follows. “Be not deceived; neither for- 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortion - 
ers shall inherit the kingdom of God.” He has enume- 
rated a “black list”? of unworthy characters who are for- 
ever debarred the “kingdom of righteousness, peace and 
joy.” But few indeed of our race but what may be 
brought under some of these denominations ; but be not 
deceived, such characters can never inherit this king- 
dom. This servant of the cross explained himself by 
saying, And such were some of you; (it is frequently 
said that the epistles were addressed to believers exclu- 
sively,) but ye are washed, (born of the water) but ye 
are sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
spirit of God. “Jesus said, He that believeth not the 
Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.”? It would be equally as impossible for an unbe- 
liever to see life, unless belief and unbelief have the 
same effect, as for an idolater or an unrighteous man to 
inherit this kingdom. 
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A few remarks further must conclude the present ar- 
ticle. 

It is apparent from reason and scripture authority, 
that the “new birth” is prerequisite to saivation. A ve- 
ry respectable portion of the Christian community, be- 
lieve that the salvation of a part is and was made sure 
in God’s own pleasure. Now as the elect cannot be 
saved unless they experience the new birth, so we must 
conclude that salvation is the end to which they are des- 
tined, and being born again is the means to produce it. 
Query. As St. Paul believed and testified that salva- 
tion was the end to which God had willed all men to 
come, (1 Tim. 1. 4.) and as salvation cannot be effected 
but by the “regeneraton,” the means ; has not God will- 
ed that all men shonld be born of water and the spirit, 


that they might “enter the kingdom of God ?”’ 
L. W. 


pe 
For the Christian Repository. 
TO REV. SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 
Dear Sir, 

I said in my last letter to you, that if you answered 
the objections therein stated to the doctrine of punish- 
ment in the invisible world, it was not probable I should 
reply to you. However, as you seem to complain of 
this intimation, I devote a few moments to the conside- 
ration of your arguments in the last number of the Re- 
pository. I had stated, that my chief difficulty about 
punishment in a future state, arose from the want of 
proof that the spirit of man remains an individual being, 
after the dissolution of the natural body, and previous 
to the resurrection in a spiritual body. 1 quoted Solo- 
mon’s declaration, that both men and beasts have one 
spirit, and go to one place, so that, in this respect, man 
hath no pre-eminence above a beast. I argued, that, if 
man must exist after death as an individual because he 
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has a spirit, beasts must also exist after death as indi- 
viduals because they have a spirit. I do not perceive 
that you have met this argument, nor can I conceive 
that you can meetit. That beasts havea spirit in them 
you cannot deny. That you have insisted that men 
must exist as individuals after death, because they have 
a spiritin them, you also cannot deny. Therefore [ 
see not but that you must admit the individual existence 
of beasts, after death, or yield the point in dispute, viz. 
that men must exist as individuals after death because 
they have a spiritin them. I think your insinuation, 
that my object is “to bring man to the level of a beast,” 
is unfair and ungenerous ; for I have all along insisted 
upon the resurrection of man, in a Spiritual body, but 
not of the beast. And I now say, that all that gives 
man pre-eminence over the beast, except his superior 
mental powers, is the resurrection; for “they have all 
one breath, [spirit ;] all go to one place ; and man (in 
this respect) hath no preeminence above a beast.” 
(Eccle. iii. 19, 20, 2).) I affirm, Sir, and you do not 
deny, that spirit and breath is the same thing. I affirm 
that the breath of life which God breathed into Adam, 
and which made him a living soul, is all the spirit that 
man has until he receives Christ, which is “a quicken- 
ing spirit.”” I call upon you, Sir, to prove, by the scrip- 
tures, that man has any other spirit in him but the 
breath of life, until Christ is formed in him the hope of 
glory. In attempting this, I shall expect that you will 
not resort to those passages of scripture which use the 
word spirit to describe the disposition of a person, for, 
in that case, you might not only prove that man exists 
in an individual capacity after death, but that one indi- 
vidual may exist in the capacity of several. Mary 
Magdalene had seven unclean spirits in her. If Mary 
Magdalene had died before those seven spirits were 


cast out, she would, according to your theory, have 
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existed as seven individuals, provided you should con- 
tend for the same use of the word spirit in such cases 
that you do in others. Presuming, however, that you 
will not, I again say, that man has no spirit in him but 
the breath of life, or Christ. Now unless you can esta- 
blish the contrary, you must maintain that itis the 
breath of life that is to be punished, as an individual 
sinner, between the death of the body and the resurrec- 
tion, or, that what is called Christ formed in you must 
so be punished. 

I am not, sir, speaking of a subject by guess, for [ 
positively know that you cannot prove by scripture, 
that man has any spirit but the breath of life, the dispo- 
sition of mind, or Christ the quickening spirit: neither 
of which can, in the nature of things, exist as an indi- 
vidual without a body, and in a moral condition meet 
for punishment. 1. The breath of life cannot exist as 
an individual, for it is common to men and beasts. 2, 
The disposition of mind cannot so exist, for the mind, 
or at least the thoughts of the mind, (which necessarily 
comprehends the disposition) perish at death. (See Ps. 
exlvi. 4.) 3. The quickening spirit in you, called Christ, 
cannot be in a moral condition to be punished, after the 
death of the body, for it is the very thing which re- 
deems from sin and death. Therefore, | affirm that 
there is nothing of man to be punished when he is dead. 
If you say it may be a something called soul, | reply, 
that soul is the Very thing that dies; it being that which 
lives only while it had the spirit or breath of life. “They 
that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the 
multitude of their riches, none of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for 
him, that he should still live forever and not see cor- 
ruption: fur the redemption of their soul (from death) 
is precious, and it ceaseth forever,” (Ps. xlix. 6—9.) 
But I perceive that in your last you have quoted sev- 

































> 


sale Gina gn at Re 
ee ane Be aac 











ss 


a 
. 


4 ee en ee ee et alll Ae vg 





er AR Ss AOI OG 


‘J Poe Peach ra! be 


ae © 
~ loge ame 


— 
PF te hide a 
oe 


Note Bip Pte PY * Pex 





132 Christian Repository. 


eral texts of scripture, apparently to prove that the soul 
may exist after the body 's dead. 1. “God created man 
in his own image.”? To this I answer, “God put all 
things in subjection under his feet; but now we see 
not yet all things put under him.’”—*«For as we have 
borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.” It is evident, sir, that God 
calleth those things which be not, as tho they were. 
Therefore, it is both said that man was created in the 
image of God, and that al! things were put under his 
feet, thousands of years before either in fact took place. 
In the resurrection we shail sear the image of God, and 
have dominion over the works of his hand, and not be- 
fore. Did we bear the image of Ged when first created ? 
Why then does Paui say we shall bear it? (see Heb. ii. 
8. 1 Cor. xv. 49.) 2. Christ’s words to the thief, «“To- 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.’ Please to in- 
form me, Br. Loveland, what the difference is betwixt 
the expression, “To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise,”’ and “To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with 
me.”? The first was said by Christ to the thief, the 
second by Samuel’s ghost to Saul. Now Samuel’s 
ghost complains, saying, “Why hast thou disquieted me 
to bring me up fF”? which intimates that he was at rest 
in the earth beneath, where Christ said he should be 
three days and nights, and from whence his soul was 
delivered by the resurrection. (See 1 Sam. xxviii. 11--19. 
Acts ii. 3t.) All this proves that the soul rests in the 
earth until the resurrection; and therefore, that the 
purpose for which you quoted it, is defeated by it. 3. 
“Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to de- 
stroy both sail and body in Gehenna.” What does 
this prover lt proves that the soul may be destroyed ; and 
therefore that it is not immortal ; just as I have all 
along contended.—I have neithes time nor room to say 
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more on this topic at present.—As to your “Answer to 
the Question for a Restorationist,” I consider it alto- 
gether inapplicable to the case. For instance, God’s 
law is, that for the crime of murder, a man shall be a 
fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, or suffer death. 

Now how can one be punished in another world on 
the same principle as here, without making the mur- 
derer there a fugitive and vagabond in the earth, or ta- 
king away his life? and how can either be done unless 
precisely the same circumstances attend men in the 
other world that attend them here? 

You Restorationists contend that men will be punish- 
ed in the other world on the same principle that they 
are punished here. The principle here is, that “He that 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.’® 
Now the question I ask you is, will the murderer be 
hung in the other world, just as we would hang him 
here, for murder committed there, as for murder com- 
mitted here F 

It is not the principle of God or man to hang folks in 
this world for murder committed in some previous 
world ; and therefore, if the wicked are punished in 
the next world on the same principle as in this, as you 
contend, they must not enly be hung, or otherwise kil- 
led, in the other world, but so hung or killed for what 
thev will there have done. JOHN BROOKS. 

Bernardston, Sept. 14, 1825. 


From the Evangelical Restorationist, printed at Troy, N. Y. 
edited by Rev. Barzillai Streeter and Dolphus Skinner. 


It is a paper well received, and promises to do much good 
for the cause of Zion. 


NEW SOCIETY AND CHURCH. 
Saratoga Springs, June 17, 1825. 
The writer of this article visited this place during 


~ the month of May, 1824, to spend a few days for his 
Vou. VI. i2 


ie 
‘| 
Pa. 


* ‘ 4 s- 


+ 
> 


<pr) 


oa 
= 





i ee lg ee 




















i3k Christian Repository. 


health; and during his tarry, preached four or five eve- 
ning lectures to pretty numerous auditories.—The doc- 
trine of the impartial grace of God was new to most of 
the hearers, as there had never been but very little 
preaching of the order in the place before. It caused 
considerable excitement and inquiry—some were dis- 
appointed, some were angry, and others rejoiced to 
hear “good tidings of great joy which shall be unto all 
people.” I was requested to stay and preach a sab- 
bath, but my avocations were such that it was impossi- 
ble at that time. I again visited this place in October, 
and preached two sabbaths, and from the attention paid 
to the word, and the anxious solicitations of a few warm 
hearted friends, [ was induced to remove here, where I 
commenced preaching on the last Sunday in December. 
As we were destitute of a meeting-house, we have met, 
from that time to this, in a school house, and peaceably 
worshipped our God, being denied the use of any church 
in the place, even when not occupied by other societies, 
notwithstanding several who constantly attended our 
meeting were proprietors in them. One of them, how- 
ever, was once granted, tho with great reluctance, for 
a funeral occasion ; but a resolution soon after passed, 
that it should not be granted, even for a funeral. 

The number of hearers has continued to increase— 
the house is frequently crowded to overflowing, and 
sometimes considerable numbers are obliged to go 
away because they cannot get seats. On seeing this, 
the enemies became alarmed, fearing their craft was in 
danger, and cried out, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians!”” They began to anathematize, and reproach 
with the name of heresy, those who attended meeting : 
resorted to calumny, slander, misrepresentation, and 
the most abusive language, and not unfrequentiy the 
most virulent and bitter anathemas and uncharitable 
expressions have dropped from the lips ef the professers 
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of self styled orthodoxy, and even from the sacred desk, 
which we will not disgrace the columns of this paper 
toinsert. Every effort has been made to put down, to 
crush in its infancy, our rising society. Committees 
of vigilance have been appointed to visit every house, 
to prevent people from going to our meetings to hear 
the infinite love and impartial goodness of God pro- 
claimed. But our friends have ‘eat been intimidated. 
We have endeavored to possess our souls in patience, 
and to treat with kindness and forbearance our bitterest 
enemies and most violent persecutors.—Our numbers 
are increasing, and several members of Calvinistical 
churches have become fully convinced that “God is no 
respecter of persons,’? but “is good unto all, and his 
tender mercies over all his works.” 

Some time in the month of March, our friends met 
together, organized a society, and were Jegally incor- 
porated as such.—Proposals were soon afier issued for 
Duiiding a church, and considerabie subscriptien ob- 
tained for the purpose. Tho there is not enough to 
complete the building, our trustees have thought best 
to commence the work, as some donations from abroad 
have been given, and they cannot but flatter themselves 
that some of our societies at a distance, who are weal- 
thy, or some Individuals who are well wishers to the 
cause, will be willing to contribute something for its 
completion, when they consider the local situation of 
the piace. As there are so many hundreds of people 
from almost all parts of the world, who visit these 
medicinal springs during the summer months, it is be- 
lieved that there is no spot on this continent so well 
situated for any established ministration of the word 
of truth, being extensively useful to our cause at large, 
in spreading a knowledge of the truth in all direc- 
tions, especially during the summer months, as this is. 

From these considerations, and from the desire that 
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many will undoubtedly feel of attending meetings when 
here on visits at the springs, at a commodious place for 
worship, we indulge the hope that those who are able 
will be willing to do something to accomplish an object 
so important to our common cause. We would not ask 
this favor for any other place in our country. It will 
be proper to netice that the house will! be free for the 
worship of all denominations of christians, when not 
occupied by the society. It is to be built of brick ; its 
size, 40 by 56 feet. | 

The corner stone was laid on Tuesday, the 14th of 
this month, in proper form.—Beneath it was deposited 
a bottle, containing a newspaper printed in this place 
the same day, the last number of the Evangelical Res- 
torationist, and a scroll coutaiming the fullowing memo- 
rial: 

“This edifice is erected for the worship of the only 


living and true God, by dhe First Society of united 
christian fFriandoc eallad ™ ~ Pe eee a4 a x 


4 o- 
we ewes OG VHLALLE APU SLUILULIVELISLS, 2L ONIALWE Se 


Springs. John Bryan, Esq. Messrs. Solomon Spaulding, 
Salmon Huling, John Burton, and John Ellsworth, 
Trustees. 

(motto) “GOD IS LOVE.” 

The corner stone was laid June 14, 1825, with appro- 
priate solemnities.” 

The day was clear and beautiful; and a numerous, 
respectable and attentive concourse of people were pre- 
sent to witness the solemnities of the occasion. The 
stone having been properly placed, the Rev. Pitt Morse, 
who was providentially present on the occasion, offered 
up humble and devout prayer to Almighty God, invok- 
ing his blessing on the society, on their undertaking, 
and all that were employed in it ; after which,"the jun- 
ior editor of this paper delivered the following 

ADDRESS, 
Amidst all the vast variety of animal existencies 
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throughout the wide world, man holds the most conspi- 
cuous rank in the scale of being. He alone is capable 
of appreciating the value of his existence, of holding 
sweet communion with his God, of elevating his soul 
in pure devotion to the supreme source of all felicity 
and joy, and of realizing that God is his Father, his 
everlasting friend, and unchanging benefactor. Im- 
pressed with feelings like these, men have associated 
together as brethren, formed social compacts, organized 
societies, and erected temples and churches for the 
worship of God. These edifices have been designed to 
recognize the special presence of the Most High; who, 
tho he “dwelleth not’ exclusively “in temples made 
with hands,” seeing he is the “high and lofty one that 
inhabiteth eternity,”’ and fills immensity with his pre- 
sence, yet condescends to dwell in a special manner 
‘with him who is of a humble and contrite heart,”? who 
“believes that he is, and that he is a rewarder of all 
that diligently seek him.” 

Under these impressions, it is, we believe, that the 
erection of this edifice is undertaken. Influenced by 
the purest motives of religion, we trust its builders will 
be able, by divine assistance, to complete their under- 
taking. 

Brethren of this Society: I honor and revere the mo- 
tives and the principles which have induced you to 
commence the building of this house. The undertaking 
is truly laudable: may the Lord graciously smile upon 
your labors, lift up his cheering countenance upon you, 
succeed your glorious undertaking, and perfect all that 
concerneth you. “Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it; except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” May you 
feel a sense of your dependence on him, a submission 
to his government and will in all things, use and not 


abuse the blessings he has bestowed on you, and im- 
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prove to the best advantage those means he has given 
you for building up bis cause, and spreading pure and 
undefiled religion in the world. This house is not to 
be. the object, but the place of your worship. This cor- 
ner stone is not to be your principal foundation, but an 
emblem of that mure noble and glorious Stone, that 
was rejected of the builders, but became the head of the 
corner—an emblem of that “stone that was cut from 
the mountain without hands, and became a great moun- 
tain, and filled the whole earth’’—a type of that Rock 
of everlasting ages, against which “the gates of hell 
can never prevail.” 

May not only this material edifice be completed in 
due form and season, but may your moral edifice rise 
on the pillars of wisdom, strength and beauty—may all 
of your members be fitted and prepared as “living 
stones” fer that spiritual building, that “house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” built up 
together on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, in 
whom all the building, fitly framed together, shall grow 
unto an holy temple in the Lord; in whom also may 
you be builded together, for an habitation of God thro’ 
the Spirit.” 

Brethren, you are not to suppose that the building of 
this house is all that you have todo. There are other 
things of great moment to be attended to: and you will 
permit me to tell you that the future prosperity of your 
society depends much, very much, on the conduct, the 
private walk and daily conversation of its members. 
May you, therefore, take diligent heed to your ways— 
act as becometh the gospel of Christ, and adorn your 
profession in all things. Walk in wisdom towards 
those that are without, in patience and meekness in- 
structing those that oppose themselves, “if peradventure 
God may give them repentance unto the acknowledging 
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of the truth; and never emploving rash or violent 
means to overcome their opposition, or convince them 
of their errors ; but use fair arguments and mild lan- 
guage, remembering, as a Persian writer has beautiful- 
ly remarked, that “a gentle hand may lead the elephant 
by a hair.” 

Tho it falls to our lot, as it did to the apostles and 
primitive christians, to “both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior 
of all men, especially of those that believe,’* and in “the 
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began,’’t 
yet we need not faint nor be discouraged, for “we know 
in whom we have believed,’ and we know that God, 
who has promised with an oath, and cannot lie, is able 
to perform his promises. Therefore, let us, like Abra- 
ham of old, who “staggered not at the promises,” be 
“strong in the faith, giving glory to God: for great is 
the bouth and it must prevail—faithful i is our God, and 
he will bless those that put their trust in him. 

Go on, brethren, with your laudable work. From my 
very heart I bid you “God speed!” May the grace of 
God dwell richly in your hearts. May his arm ever 
support and protect you. “For my brethren and com- 
panions’ sake, [ will now say, Peace be within thee, O 
Jerusalem,” and peace be to thy helpers, O Zion! for- 
ever. Amen. 


TO THE PUBLIC, AXD ESPEGIALLY TO THE METHODISTS. 


I have been recently informed by a brother in the faith of 
Universal Salvation, who resides in Charlestown, N.H. that the 
Rev. Mr. Merrill, of the Methodist connexion, stated before 
more than one thousand people, (at a Camp-meeting) that a 
certain Universal Minister of Vermont had said that he sin- 


* 1 Tim. iv. 10. + Acts iii. 21. 
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cerely poupTep the doctrine which he advocated. This 
statement, as we should naturally suppose it would, excited 
considerable inquiry among the Universalists, to know what 
that minister’s name was, who doubted the doctrine which he 
preached. At last a certain person inquired of the minister 
himself, to know to whom he alluded in his statement about the 
minister in Vermont. To which Mr. Merrill replied, “I allu- 
ded to Mr. Bartlett, of Hartlaud, who, as I have been inform- 
ed, has expressed his doubts about his doctrine.” He was 
then inquired of who informed him: To which he answered, 
“Mr. John Bliss, of Hartland.” This put the subject at rest 
for that time; yet the Universalists were not satisfied that 
it was so. At the Conventional Meeting held at Hartland, 
a brother Westcott, from Charlestown, came to me and in- 
gnired if the statement given above was true. To which I 
replied, as I must ever reply, that I was not conscious of 
there being any truth connected with this story. Mr. John 
Bliss and myself have had many conversations on the sub- 
ject of religion, and altho we differ in sentiment, yet I have 
ever believed, and still wish to believe, that be is a follower 
of Christ. I now have in my memory the subject of a num- 
berof conversations with that man; and I do not recollect 
but one instance when the term doubt, or doubting was used. 
I very well remember that he once asked me if I did not 
think that the doctrine of Universal Salvation had a licen- 
tious tendency ?. To which I answered, no. He then asked 
me if I did not think there were certain persons who made 
a cloak of this doctrine to hide their sins? To which I repli- 
ed, that I did not poust but there were some characters ta 
our fraternity who held the truth in unrighteousness: but I 
observed that I did not think this the natural tendency of the 
doctrine, when rightly understood. I positively affirm, with 
the fear of God before my eyes, that I do not recollect any 
moment since I firmly embraced Universalism, that I have 
ever doubted it. I sometimes have fears and doubts whether 
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I shall remain faithful myself, and live up to my christian 
profession, and honor it: but God’s faithfulness, his oath and 
his word remain sure. His word proves to me that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, he will gather together in 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth. His word tells me that as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. His word also informs 
me, that finally, all in heaven, om earth, under the earth, in 
the sea, and all that in them are, shall say, Blessing and honor, 
glory and power be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb forever and ever. Now I would inform Mr. 
Merrill that I do not doubt but what the human race will all 
finally be saved, and rejoice together in heaven. And when 
he meets at a Camp-meeting again, I would thank him if he 
eall my name in question, to correct his error. 


ROBERT BARTLETT. 
Hartland, October, 1825. . 


=e 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

Rev. J. S. Green, a preacher of Universalism, has 
issued proposals for publishing a weekly paper at Cleave- 
land, Ohio, to be entitled the Messenger of Salvation. 
The diffusion of religious knowledge is of vast impor- 
tance to a protestant community, as it keeps alive the 
spirit of investigation, and preserves from the blind de- 
votion of ignorance, or the ravings of fanaticism. Much of 
the freedom and happiness of this country, and its 
exemption from the calamities, that have crimsoned the 
plains and whitened the mountains of the eastern con- 
tinent, must undoubtedly be attributed to our numerous 
and efficient schools, and the liberty of speech and the 
press. But in such a state of things, there is danger of 
multiplying schools or publications beyond the demend of 
the public, and of failing for want of that patronage, 
-* which our exertions to do good have weakened. 
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These remarks are occasioned by the failure of several 
works in consequence of their unnecessary increase, or 
their injudicious location or management. 

Deeply concerned for Mr. Green’s success and the 
prosperity of the cause, we trust he has gained instruc- 
tion from the inexperience and miscalculation of others, 
and that the Messenger will deserve and receive the 
most animating support.—Rel. Ing. 


ROCKINGHAM ASSOCIATION. 

The Rockingham Association of Universalists held its 
session at the house of Mrs. Bartlett, in Nottingham, 
N. H. on Wednesday, the Jast of August, and the fol- 
lowing day. 

Br. Edward Turner presided as moderator, and Israel 
Bartlett, Esq. acted as Clerk. 

There were two public services each day. Brs. 
Hosea Ballou, of Boston, and Edward Turner, offie 
ciated. 

Means were contemplated by which the word may be 
regularly administered in several towns in the vicinity 
of Nottingham, by uniting the friends which are scat- 
tered through that region, in such a connexion as to 
enable them to act in concert. 

‘This association was adjourned to be holden at Mer- 
edith Bridge on the 4th Wednesday and Thursday of 
August, 1826.— Universalist Mag. 


——— 


GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The General Convention met at Hartland on the 2ist 
September. A goodly number of the ministering brethren 
attended with their delegates. We hada pleasant and 
happy meeting. The particulars will be given in our 
next. 
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INSTALLATION. 


Rev. Ropert Bartiett was installed, on the 22d 
Sept. minister over the first Universalist Church and Society 
in Hartland.—Exercises as follows, viz. Introductory Prayer 
by Rev. Calvin Gardner, of Charlestown, Mass. Installation 
Sermon by Rey. Paul Dean, of Goston; Instailation Prayer 
by Rev. Hosea Baliou, of Boston; delivery of the Scriptures 
and Charge by Rev. Russell Streeter, of Portland, Me.; 
Right Hand of Feilowship by Rev. Husea Ballou, 2d, of Rox- 
bury, Mass.; Concluding Prayer by Rev. Dolphus Skinner, 
of Saratoga Springs, N. ¥. Benedictiou by Rey. Mr. Dean. 


EE 


MARRIAGES. 

Married, at Springfield, by Rev. Robert Bartlett, Rev. 
DovPHuUs SKINNER, Of Saratoga Spinags, N. ¥. to Miss Gxra- 
TrA WALKER, of the former place. 

At Hartland, Mr. Samuext Hunt, of Piermont, N. H. to 
Miss Matitya Lu Lt, of the former place. Mr. Rusx Tayior 
to Miss Lucy CuiLps. 

=== 


OBITUARY. 


Died, at Hartland, Oct. 3, Mr. Natwanren Pace, a good 
citizen and a respectable merchant. He left a wife and four 
pleasant little children to mourn his early exit. 


In Bridgewater, Sept. 23, Mr. Benont SHaw, aged £3. The 
deceased was beloved and respected during life, and died, as 
he had lived, in the full enjoyment and unshaken belief in the 
universal love of God and salvation of men. 


In Wendell, very suddenly, on the 26th ult. Mrs. Sarry 
Rocers, wife of Col. Samuel Rogers, in the sixty-third 
year of her age. She had been a professor of the Christian 
religion for twenty years, during all of which time she bore 
open testimony to the faith that embraces the salvation of all 
men. Called as she was to sustain an almost continued 
course of bodily infirmities, and exercising all the cares and 
anxieties towards the objecis of affection which are common 
to the kindest of mothers, she had much to endure, and much 
which called for the patient exercise of her faith in the 

, Redeemer. 
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The following Hymn, composed by Rev. Alven Dinsmore, 
was sung at the dedication of the new Meeting-house in 


East Livermore, Me. which was erected by Universalists, 
Methodists, &c. 


HYMN. 
Oh! King of Heaven, whose boundless sway 
Infinite worlds and reams obe 


While angels bow befure Thy throne, 
And all Thy matchless glories own ;— 


To Thee thy children, by Thee blest, 


Fl. ve rear’d this house of heaw’nly rest: 
Here may Thy love our hearts inspire, 


Aud warm our souls with holy fire. 


Here may Thy glory be display’d, 

In light of Heaven, without a shade; 

To call from earth the mind away, 

While here we “sing and praise and pray.” 


May virtue here her charms unfold, 
More brilliant than the purest gold; 


More pleasing to th’ enraptured mind, 
Than all the joys of earthly kind. 


May Charity like dew distil— 
With harmony each bosom fill; 
Oh! may this grace which never dies, 
Unite all hearts in lasting ties. 


Oh! may Thy truth, with power divine, 
Live in our hearts—and glow, and shine— 
Till from this earth we pass away 

To BRIGHT ABODES OF ENDLESS DAY. 














